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East Bay Township Parks Commission
Regular Meeting

Monday, May 5, 2008, 7:30 PM

East Bay Township Hall

1965 Three Mile Road North, Traverse City, MI 49686

Minutes:

Chair Macdonald called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM.

Members present: Chair Grace Macdonald, John Rudolph, Hal Miller, Laura Truelove, Chris Biggs, Jim Nadeau. 

Late arrival: Louie Groleau 
Guests in audience: Steve Largent, Tom Strait, Bob Perry, Township Clerk Sue Courtade.
Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll call. 
Approval of the Agenda –.
added Tour of Parks to Other Business. added Grace Macdonald Park softball. 

Motion by Truelove; seconded by Rudolph. Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes – 

Motion by Miller to approve March 3, 2008 minutes; seconded by Truelove. Motion carried. 

Motion by Miller to approve March 31, 2008 minutes; seconded by Rudolph. Motion carried.

Public Input –
Bob Perry addressed the commission with his concern over the Kelly Park Boat Launch: accidents occurring there; removal of leaves and branches. Chair Macdonald offered to have our commission look into the situation. Mr. Perry will get copies of letters that had been written to the township regarding this situation to the Parks Commission. 
Treasurer’s Report – 

Review and discussion. Comment was made as to the Utilities expense being moved to Maintenance as a Maintenance expense.

Park Maintenance – 
Chair Macdonald read a note from Jerry Zeits updating the commission on work done at the parks and current condition of all parks. 

Steve Largent – 
Steve gave the commission an explanation of his proposal at Pines Park for fencing, ORV barricades and a management plan. He made some suggestions to notify neighbors of proposed plans; put signs up on trees with aluminum nails. Discussion of costs and time frame. Miller motioned to approve the expense for fencing 200 feet and ORV barricades to be installed at Pines Park by Grand Traverse County Conservation District/Steve Largent. Seconded by Biggs. Motion carried.

Chair Macdonald passed around a letter she had revised to send to Pines Park area neighbors. Motion by Truelove to send letter to resident with a date change. Seconded by Macdonald. Motion carried. Sue Courtade suggested getting the letters in the mail before Monday, May 12, 2008 as postage will increase to 42cents. 

Killingsworth Park –

Tom Strait presented to the commission a proposal for his family’s property north of Killingsworth Park to be purchased by the East Bay Township Parks Commission through a Grant from the GT Regional Land Conservancy. The Conservancy would be willing to cover 75% of the value through this grant. The remaining 25% would be paid by the Strait family and would give them a write-off for this amount of the purchase. The Strait family wants to see this land remain in its natural state. Motion was made by Rudolph to go forward with obtaining this grant money for purchase of property adjacent to Killingsworth Park. Macdonald seconded the motion. Motion carried. Truelove to meet with Tom Strait and Matt at the GT Regional Land Conservancy to finalize details. 
Pines Park Tree Harvesting – 

Miller reported that he has not had any further contact with the forester. He will touch base with the forester and bring up at the next meeting.

Playground Equipment and Grant –

Rudolph reported that the equipment is here. Excavating to start this next weekend. The big slide will be removed and the small slide will be transferred to Arbutus 5 Park. Discussion of materials to use under new structure. Comment by Sue Courtade that some materials might negate the handicap-accessibility. Rudolph will continue with the project as planned.

Day Camp Prices –

Macdonald suggested to raise the price due to salary increases and to have some available funds for activities. Motion by Biggs to raise price of attending Day Camp $15.00 to $18.00 per person. Seconded by Rudolph. Motion carried.
Cherry Tree Inn – 

Truelove presented a second letter sent from the commission to Joseph Quandt regarding including Gen Park in the maintenance plan by the Cherry Tree Inn. Macdonald suggested to table this topic and review for the next meeting. 

Bid – Tennis Courts –

Macdonald sent out for 5 bids and received only two. Discussion of two bids. Macdonald will follow up to make sure both bids cover the same work to be done. Motion by Groleau to approve the Sure-Seal bid providing the bid includes striping. Seconded by Biggs.  Motion carried. If striping is not included, then this item will be added to next meeting’s agenda.

Other Business –

Reminder that the Tour of Parks set for May 2, 2008.

Miller discussed the request for use of Grace Macdonald Park softball diamond. Commission’s response is to have the requesting group fill out the paperwork and pay $5.00 to reserve the field. The group reserving the field is responsible for raking and chalking the field.
Groleau brought up the suggestion of putting signs at all parks mentioning the other parks in the township with their amenities. Macdonald suggested enlarging the map from the Recreation Plan and posting it at each park – possibly laminating the copies. Nadeau suggested talking to Jerry Zeits about putting them up.
Next Meeting – June 2, 2008 7:30 PM.
Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM.
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