

APPROVED

      East Bay Charter Township

1965 Three Mile Road North

Traverse City, MI 49686

Regular Board Meeting

Monday March 10, 2008
Call Meeting to Order:
Chairman Lile called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Pledge of Allegiance: was recited by all in attendance.

Roll Call:
Board Members Present:
Glen Lile, Beth Friend, Sue Courtade, and Craig Goodrich, Butch Strait, Dale McAllister (arrived at 7:00pm) and Tracey Bartlett
Others Present:
Anne Wendling, Recording Secretary; Jim Young, Township Attorney; 


Sixteen (16) members of the public were in attendance.

Review for Conflict of Interest:
Strait stated that he needed to abstain from agenda item #2.
Correspondence:
Provided in the Board Packets.

Additions to Agenda:  None
Consent Calendar: 
A.
Board Minutes:
February 11, 2008 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 




are recommended for approval.
B.
General Fund:
checks numbered 5581-5644 were paid in the amount of $90,223.07.  
C.
Ambulance Fund:
checks numbered 1775-1790 were paid in the amount of $11,931.16 with 1738 previously approved.



D.
Receiving Fund:
Check number 1723 in the amount of 






$30,680.26 was paid.
E.
Payroll Fund:

For the payroll dated 1/20/08 through 2/2/08 




checks numbered 10455-10477, and automatic

check deposits numbered 1000002896-2899, 2903-2906, 2908, 2901, and 2912 totaling $12,778.08.
For the payroll dated 2/03/08 through 2/16/08 checks numbered 10478-10491 and automatic check deposits numbered 1000002916-2917, 2922, 2925-2926, 2931, 2933 – 2935, 2937, 2939, and 2941-2942, totaling $13,056.63.         
Payroll for the two periods totaled $25,834.71.
F. Payroll Taxes EFT Funds 

For the payroll of 1/20/08 through 2/02/08 the transfer was $3,511.24; for the payroll dated 2/03/08 through 2/16/08 the transfer was $4,904.28.          
The total payroll amount for the two time periods combined was $34,250.23  



Friend requested that the February 11, 2008 minutes be taken from the 

consent calendar and moved to #8 under New Business and moved to 

approve the remainder of the consent calendar as presented.  Bartlett 
seconded the motion and upon a roll call vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
Public Comment:
 One member of the audience spoke regarding the fund balance and the reinstatement of monies for the senior center. 
Reports:  
Supervisor: 
Report included in packets.
Clerk:

Courtade reported that she has been preparing for the audit. 
Treasurer:
 Bartlett reported that she is preparing for the audit and that reconciliations are almost complete. 
Trustees:
Friend stated that the last Planning Commission meeting tabled the Northridge Site Condo issue and approved the proposed definition of a structure.  She also stated that she attended a meeting with Lile and an Acme Township trustee and went to a DPW meeting as well.  
Sheriff Department:
 Deputy Mike Shea reported a total of 86 citations and 485 service calls in the township for the month of February.  He told homeowners that when home security alarms engage, law enforcement could not enter a home without a keyholder being notified.  Homeowners should make sure there is a keyholder and the contact information is up to date.
Fire Department:
Posey from Grand Traverse Metro reported that there was a total of 79 calls.  Station # One has been up and running 24 hours a day since February 1, 2008.  Last month, department members completed ice water rescue training.  The department is still waiting to hear from the state regarding the SAFER grant.
Engineer:
Brian Sousa reported that the Grand Traverse County DPW has been very cooperative in sharing information for the review that Wade-Trim has been contracted to complete. The water system review is near completion.  Sousa also reported that he met with the DEQ regarding the sewer water system.  The capacity of the Iron Removal Plant was at 90% and the township needed to think about additional capacity.  Sousa said that now is the time to plan for water expansion and a study could be done to determine sizes of water or sewer pipes and then when the economy picked up again, the township would be ready for new development. Lile asked if the township could then have a map of the proposed lines for developers to look at. Sousa said that was the idea behind the possible study.  Friend asked what other townships have done which have gone through this process.  Sousa replied that it is usually a well planned process.  Bartlett asked how long the township has before this process needs to begin and Sousa stated that it was based upon development in the township but that the township should plan to have these issues addressed in three to five years.  

County Commissioner:  No report at this time.
Township Attorney:
No report at this time. 

 
New Business:
1. Public Hearing – Rennie Lake Shores SAD Tranquil Point Road
Lile opened the public comment at 6:56pm.  One person spoke regarding his lack of understanding of the SAD process and wanted a summary.  Lile addressed the gentleman’s question.   Michael Orden, Developer of Rennie Lake Shores LLC spoke regarding the project and stated that it was simply the last step in his site condo process.  He thanked everyone from the township who was involved with the development and its approval. Lile closed the public hearing at 7:02pm
Township Attorney Young spoke about this SAD procedure which was mandated by the township zoning ordinance.  He stated that due to public use of private roads, long term road maintenance and possible safety issues, townships have a legitimate interest in creating SAD’s on private roads.  Young stated that the supervisor has authorized him to evaluate the procedure used by the township regarding the creation of SADs for private roads. 
Courtade made a motion which accepted the Special Assessment district; created the Tranquil Point Road Special Assessment District which will consist of all land within all of the Rennie Lake Shores site condo development; and that this hearing will be adjourned without a date.  The motion was supported by Friend and carried unanimously. 

 
2. Northridge Condominium proposed expansion
Strait excusedhimself due to a conflict of interest.  Township Attorney Young informed the board that this issue was in front of the Planning Commission last week and was tabled. He cautioned the board that the township did not want to be caught in the middle of an ownership dispute.  He urges the board to take no action at this time due to potential legal issues.  
Ken Ockert, a representative for the developer requests that the matter be tabled by the board until these legal issues could be resolved.

Friend made a motion to table the Northridge Condominium proposed expansion plan and McAllister seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
3. Personal/Benefits Committee
Lile recommended that Craig Goodrich be appointed to the Personnel/Benefits Committee and Butch Strait be appointed the alternate. McAllister made a motion to accept the appointments as presented by Lile and Friend seconded the motion. Lile stated that Strait and Goodrich would be needed for interviews of other committee members.
4. Noise Ordinance Discussion Update
Township Attorney Young discussed his e-mail memo dated February 17, 2008 regarding the present noise ordinance and its problems.  He advised that the township has the following options:  continue with this ordinance as is, repeal the ordinance and allow him to make changes, or repeal the noise ordinance altogether. He said that it was a very subjective ordinance. Lile asked the board for comments and Friend asked whether it made a difference that this was a county-wide ordinance. She wanted to know what other townships were doing with their noise ordinances. Young stated that he would recommend that other townships whom he represents take a look at the ordinance as well. Young also spoke regarding the standard of annoyance and the fact that it differs among people.  One standard used in a noise ordinance is whether a noise was annoying to a reasonable person.  Another standard of measurement for noise is a decibel meter. Glen asked if something could be done under state statutes if the township didn’t have a noise ordinance. Sherriff’s deputy Mike Shea said it was up to townships to adopt or not adopt their but that it was nice from a police standpoint to have some type of noise ordinance in effect.  Young recommended that the township allow him to look at the state law first and then either repeal the ordinance or draft the best noise ordinance possible. Goodrich commented that he did not want to get rid of a county wide ordinance and that maybe the township could look at the MTA listserv for other noise ordinance samples.  Strait asked Deputy Shea how many noise problems there were and Shea answered that he has never issued a noise citation and usually a warning is sufficient. Goodrich commented that he would like to check with other communities and work together.  Friend asked if a different noise ordinance could be easily enforced if it was different from the county wide ordinance. Attorney Young advised her that if the township enacted a different noise ordinance that the Prosecutor’s office would probably expect the township to enforce it rather than the Prosecutor’s office.  Lile said he would bring it up the subject of noise ordinances at the local MTA meeting next month.  

Goodrich made a motion to allow Township Attorney Young to collect more information and revisit the issue again next month.  The motion was supported by Strait.  Young stated that he would also review state statutes regarding noise as well.  The motion carried unanimously. 
5. East Bay Township Recreation Plan – Resolution of Support
Courtade stated that updates of the Recreation Plan were in front of board members and that the Parks and Recreation Committee had passed the plan with all changes before the board with the exception of page 32.  The Parks Commission did not address that correction at their meeting.  Strait motioned to table approval until next month when corrections could be reviewed.  McAllister supported the motion and the motion carried unanimously. 
6. Cherry Capital Cable Counsel Discussion
Lile reported that the township recently asked the Cherry Capital Cable Council for money related to the .30 fee to use for East Bay Township video equipment purchases. The Cherry Capital Cable generated a list of monies that they have and inquired whether the townships wanted to give the leftover money to another entity to run the public access channel.  Lile will need to know what this board wants to do with the TCTV2 money.  Courtade asked when the TCTV2 operations would cease and Lile answered that they wanted to know about the monies by April but he has not heard anything new.  
7. Compactor Transfer Station – Attorney Update

Township Attorney Young stated that per the memo written by Attorney Wendling dated March 3, 2008, it is unlikely that the Township can use State property for a Solid Waste Transfer Facility and that given state policy, the Township should be prepared that the facility will not continue in the long run.  Young said the State in its communication with Mr. Wendling placed no specific timeframe on the use of its land. Courtade said she is still waiting on the DEQ regarding an updated permit to continue status quo but has not yet gotten one.  Friend stated that she would like Lile, the Township Attorney and Township Assessor look at the financial status for a compactor and review some options together.  Lile said that he will report back to the township at the next meeting but set the timeframe for the review at three months.  He also mentioned that a county wide authority may be coming and will do away with transfer stations.  He said he would keep the board abreast of any changes in this matter. 
8.
Feb 11, 2008 Minutes  

The following changes were made in the minutes of February 11, 2008:  On 

page 2 as part of the supervisor report, the sentence, “Friend asked Lile about 

the Acme compactor station and Lile said he has not heard anything from Acme 

Township.” shall be stricken from the record.  On page 6, the sentence, “Sousa 

replied that he thought this process could be a bit premature, but planning the 

process to the reality of a new plant could be 3-10 years.” will now read, “Sousa 

replied that he thought this process could be a bit premature even factoring in 

planning and construction.  Planning the process to the reality of a new plant 

could be 3-10 years.”  The first sentence of the motion on page 8 shall now read 

“Friend moved to hire Wade-Trim to conduct an evaluation of the Grand 

Traverse Department of Public Works Asset Management Practices as outlined 

in the memo dated January 25, 2008 and for the cost to be divided equally 

between the water and sewer funds.”
Public Comment:  Chris Buday, DPW director stated that spring was the time to have tanks pumped. He told board members that he had the Axe report in its entirety and would try to scan it electronically to the township. Friend thanked him for the DPW’s cooperation in the Asset Management Practices study.






Goodrich pointed out that Strait’s daughter was in attendance and she said that she was at the meeting as part of her class government unit requirements for Central High School.  She was also asked, and stated that her hockey team won the state tournament last weekend. 
Adjournment:  Chairman Lile adjourned the meeting at 8:00pm.
__________________________________________________

Anne E. Wendling, Recording Secretary
Date

__________________________________________________

Susanne M. Courtade, Clerk
Date

__________________________________________________

Glen Lile, Supervisor
Date
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