EAST BAY CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

SPECIAL MEETING

APRIL 15, 2008

Site Review Minutes

2402 Pinehurst Trail

Traverse City, MI  49686

Board Members Present: Houseman, Studzinski, McAllister, Hentschel, and Hembrough 

Others Present:  Bill Suska, Pat Delaney, Dennis Delaney, Barb Suska, Gary Ford (Attorney for Mr. Minkoff), Peter Wendling (Township Attorney), Anne Wendling (Recording Secretary), Ed Roy (Attorney for Suska family), Louis Minkoff (Applicant), Rick Ruthkowski

Chairman Houseman called the site review to order at 6:00pm.
Houseman asked Minkoff for any comments regarding the variance request and stated that he is requesting the reestablishment of the original 5.9 foot setback in order to legally fit the garage on the site.  He said that he submitted a sketch of the proposed garage to Deputy Zoning Administrator, Leslie Couturier, but the sketch which was done by Minkoff, was in error regarding the placement of the garage on the property.  Minkoff stated that the Board came out to the site and saw where the garage was staked and could have caught the error at that time.

Gary Ford, attorney for Minkoff, stated that Minkoff did not catch the mislocation of the garage after Couturier redrew the sketch.  He pointed out exhibit #5 which highlights the drawing placing the garage in the wrong location.  Ford also reiterated the fact that the board saw the site with the placement of the garage staked out.

Ed Roy, attorney for the Suska family, reminded the board members to look at the site and consider any decision as if the garage was not built.  He told everyone to turn the clock back to 2003 and make a brand new decision based on the facts.  Roy states that Minkoff could have placed the garage closer to the lake and there is no hardship here.  Roy also stated that Minkoff could have built a smaller garage with little excavation into the hillside.  He said that presently, Minkoff took 10-15 feet of the hillside to place his garage.  He also said that Minkoff seems to want to blame everyone else for the problem and not take blame himself.  

Dennis Delaney spoke and said that the placement of the garage is not a mistake and is opposed to any variance at this point.  

Ed Roy stated that Minkoff has also sued the Suska family for 40 feet of their property claiming adverse possession so that Minkoff could get into his garage easier.

McAllister made a motion to recess at 6:15pm and meet and reconvene at the township hall.  Studzinski seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Anne Wendling, Recording Secretary
