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REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST BAY CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION ~ TUESDAY APRIL 2, 2019 ~ 6:30PM 

 
 
Present:  Planning Commission Members: Ted Hentschel, Paul Gonzalez, Judy Nemitz, 

Dan Leonard, Mindy Walters, Robert Tubbs 
Absent Excused: John Sych  
Also, Present:  Zoning Administrator Leslie Couturier  
 
There were five (5) guests in attendance. 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order: Chair Tubbs called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
2. Roll Call: Role was called by the Recording Secretary and a quorum was in attendance. 
      
3. Review for Conflict of Interest: None presented. 
  
4. Approval of the Agenda: A motion was made by Nemitz to approve the agenda as presented, 

Walters supported the motion and it passed unopposed. 
 
5. Approval of the Minutes: A motion was made by Hentschel, supported by Gonzalez to approve 

the minutes of the March 5, 2019 Regular Meeting as amended. The motion passed 
unopposed.   

 
6.  Public Comment:  None offered. 
 
7. Reports:  

Township Board:  
 
Walter’s reported that the Township Board would be going to mediation with the Townships 
involved in Metro Fire Department on April 17, 2019. They are meeting several times prior to 
the mediation to hopefully find a resolution so as mediation is not necessary. Also, a rewrite of 
the Short-Term Rental Ordinance is being drafted by Township Legal Counsel, the previously 
approved ordinance will be rescinded. 
 
Hentschel informed the board that there had been one request before the ZBA in March; a 
setback variance for an industrial building.   
 

8. Old Business: None 
   

9. New Business. 
 

A. Zoning Amendment 2-19; Dan Jonkhoff: Sections 415 & 1404 C; The Addition of 
Crematoriums as a Use by Right in the Industrial District. Public Hearing & 
Recommendation to the Township Board. 
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ZA #2-19 would amend the list of permitted uses in Section 415.1 and Section 415.2 of 
the Zoning Ordinance to add crematoriums as a use allowed by right in the IND 
(Industrial) zoning District. A definition in Section 1404.C, would read: 
 

CREMATORIUM: a building housing cremation chamber(s) where 
mechanical, thermal, or other dissolution processes are used to reduce human 
remains to bone fragments, which are then processed and pulverized into pieces that 
are usually no more than one-eighth inch. In some instances, a crematorium may 
also include administrative offices, mortuary preparation rooms, or cemetery 
maintenance facilities.  

 
Jeff Cockfield, Grand Traverse Engineering, spoke representing the applicant. 
(Also, present; Dan Jonkhoff, Peg Jonkhoff and Shawn Lowe of Reynolds Jonkhoff 
Funeral Homes) 
 
Mr. Cockfield gave a brief overview of the requested amendments; he described 
the crematorium saying there would be zero smoke emitted by the cremation 
process.  He also added that there would be occasional small services taking 
place during cremations.  Dan Jonkhoff answered Commissioner Gonzalez’s 
inquiry regarding the use of alkaline hydrolysis versus flame-based cremation, 
indicating that the state of Michigan does not allow alkaline, thus it will be flame 
based.  
 
Chair Tubbs opened the public hearing at 6:55 PM: 
 
Peg Jonkhoff indicated that the “ceremony” at the crematorium would be 
somewhat like a graveside service. 
 
Shawn Lowe informed the Planning Commission that seventy percent (70%) of 
people in Michigan choose cremation.  
    
Chair Tubbs closed the public hearing at 6:58 PM, followed by board discussion; 
consensus was that an industrial park is a suitable place for this type of use. 
 
A motion was made by Nemitz to recommend to the Township Board approval of 
Zoning Text Amendment 2-19 as proposed, the motion was supported by Hentschel 
and passed unopposed. 
 

B. Discussion Regarding Possible Zoning Amendment Regarding Escrow Requirement for 
Proposed Tree Removal in the Forest Lake Overlay District. 

 
During the fall of 2018, as the Planning Commission was considering the recent 
amendments to Section 231, Commissioner Nemitz suggested that staff and Planning 
Commissioners consider a zoning text amendment which adds an escrow requirement 
for proposed tree removal in the Forest Lakes Overlay District. 
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The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed amendment 
culminating in the decision that in lieu of getting escrow only after the fact for 
replanting of trees, an amendment should also be drafted taking the escrow money 
upfront when an applicant is obtaining a land use permit.  Staff was instructed to draft 
this new language and bring back to the Planning Commission.       

 
10.  Other Business. None. 

 
11. Public Comment:  Chair Tubbs offered time for public comment at 7:25 PM: 
 

• Mary Wodzien, 3263 Prouty Road, spoke regarding the escrow topic that the 
board had just discussed; she questioned the escrow at the time of permitting as 
there are likely residents with established homes that will cut trees down for better 
views etc. She also suggested that a smaller caliper of tree be considered as they 
would grow faster.    

 
Chair Tubbs closed the public comment and adjourned the meeting at 7:26 PM. 
 
 
Leslie Couturier 
Recording Secretary 


